Source of material
The compound was provided by Prof. Ingrid Monte from this department. The X-ray quality single crystals were grown from a mixture of ethyl acetate/hexane (1:1) by slow evaporation.
Discussion
The hydrogen atoms were calculated and included in the structural model, but not refined (fixed). The molecular structure of the title compound features a conjugated l,4-pentadien-3-one linking the 4-methoxyphenyl ring on each side. Although the conjugation should favor a co-planar configuration for the molecule, the packing forces in the solid state seem to annihilate the conjugation and give rise to a twisted geometry. The dihedral angle between the least-squares planes formed by the two phenyl rings is 123.4(4)°. 
